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YVRTP Update 
Project Meeting Handout 
October 12, 2006 
 
Work Program Task: Public Participation Plan 
  
Task Description 

This task involves developing a draft Public Participation Plan for public review, hold a 45-day comment 
period on the draft Plan, and adopt a final Public Participation Plan. Federal regulations require that 
Regional Transportation Planning Organizations (RTPO) adopt a public participation plan for their 
regional transportation planning process. The following are key elements:  

• A 45-day comment period on the draft Public Participation Plan is required prior to adoption. 

• A public participation plan must be in place prior to MPO adoption of transportation plans 
addressing SAFETEA-LU provisions. 

• SAFETEA-LU requires that the public participation plan be developed in consultation with all 
interested parties (defined as citizens, affected public agencies, representatives of public 
transportation employees, freight shippers, providers of freight transportation services, private 
providers of transportation, representatives of users of public transportation, representatives of 
users of pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation facilities, representatives of the disabled, 
and other interested parties). 

• SAFETEA-LU requires the use of visualization techniques in the public involvement process, to 
the maximum extent practicable. 

• SAFETEA-LU requires that public information be made available in electronically accessible 
format and means, such as the World Wide Web, 

 
Subtasks Completed To Date 

To date, the consultant team has worked with YVCOG staff to develop a draft Public Participation Plan. 
The draft Public Participation Plan was issued on September 29, 2006 and the draft Plan is available on 
the project website, at the Yakima Valley Downtown and Sunnyside libraries, and at the YVCOG office. 
Comments on the draft Plan may be submitted via the project website, email, or writing to YVCOG. 

 
Information Found and Issues Identified 

The draft Public Participation Plan identifies outreach and involvement strategies, including the project 
website, news releases, and the schedule of project TAC, Executive Committee, and public meetings. 
The draft Plan is designed to meet the requirements outlined above, as well as inform and invite 
comment from interested parties, as defined by SAFETEA-LU and diverse populations. 

 
Next Steps 

• Continue to collect comments on the draft Public Participation Plan through November 17, 2006. 

• Summarize comments and revise the draft Plan as needed. 

• Consider the Public Participation Plan for adoption at the November 20th Executive Committee 
meeting. 



Yakima Valley Regional Transportation Plan Update October 12 TAC Meeting Materials 
  Page 2 

YVRTP Update 
Project Meeting Handout 
October 12, 2006 
 
Work Program Task: Existing Conditions Status 
  
Task Description 

This task establishes an existing baseline for the development of the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) 
update. This involves developing a technical and policy database to draw upon. Existing conditions will 
be established for each of the transportation modes and identify any significant changes since the 2003 
RTP update.  

 
Subtasks Completed To Date 

To date, the consultant team has worked with YVCOG staff to assemble relevant data to update the 
RTP. A central database of available information has been developed and is being updated regularly 
with new additions as additional data is identified. This data exists in several different formats including 
GIS, Excel, Word, pdf, and hard copies. The central database is accessible through an FTP website 
where all team members are able to post and retrieve data. Sources of data include federal, state, 
county, and municipal agencies. The following summarizes the subtasks completed to date.  

1. Identified the following components to be reviewed to document existing transportation conditions, 
programs, and policies: 

• Existing  plans, goals, & policies 
• Available traffic data 

− Roadway inventory, including traffic controls 
− Daily and peak hour traffic counts 
− Traffic safety and accident data 
− Transit service, routes, ridership, and recent trends 
− Vanpool and paratransit ridership 
− Pedestrian and bike facilities 
− Transportation improvement projects 
− Transportation demand management programs 
− Freight mobility 

2. Four draft base maps have been developed and will be used through out the plan to illustrate existing 
and future conditions. The four base maps are attached.  Each has a different geographic focus and 
extents: 

• Countywide 
• City of Yakima urban growth area 
• North county area 
• South county area 

3. Identified and summarized federal and state planning requirements for MPO/RTPO plans. Relevant 
federal provisions from SAFETEA-LU and the state provisions from the Growth Management Act 
(GMA) have been summarized in the attached matrix. This matrix provides a touch stone for updating 
the RTP to meet federal and state requirements.  

 
Information Found and Issues Identified 
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To date, a significant amount of data has been identified and assembled. Some gaps in data still remain. 
The consultant team is working with YVCOG staff to address these gaps. 

GIS data for future land use and zoning have not been identified for the following: 

• City of Mabton (need metadata for zoning districts and/or city code)  
• City of Moxee (need metadata for zoning districts and/or city code)  
• Town of Naches (need metadata for zoning districts and/or city code)  
• City of Union Gap  
• City of Yakima  
• City of Zillah (need metadata for zoning districts and/or city code)  

Outstanding transit data includes: 

• Ridership information 
• Park & Ride utilization information  
• Vanpool information  

 
Next Steps 

During the next several weeks, the consultant team will complete the review of existing plans, goals, and 
transportation system data. The focus will be to document findings of regional significance to guide the 
definition of alternative strategies. These will be used to support each of the components of the 2007 
RTP update. Draft maps and tables to illustrate the existing conditions will be developed. 



Yakima Valley Regional Transportation Plan Update October 12 TAC Meeting Materials 
  Page 4 

YVRTP Update 
Project Meeting Handout 
October 12, 2006 
 
Work Program Task: Land Use Data & Forecasts 
  
Task Description 

This task involves reviewing YVCOG member jurisdictions’ comprehensive plan for consistency with the 
goals and objectives contained in Chapter 7 of the 2003 Yakima Valley Metropolitan and Regional 
Transportation Plan, and with the population forecasts contained in the Countywide Planning Policies.  

This task also involves reviewing the land use forecasts used in the existing travel demand model for 
accuracy and consistency with local comprehensive plan projected land uses.    

 
Subtasks Completed To Date 

To date, the consultant team has collected and assembled jurisdiction comprehensive plans and GIS 
Data. A consistency review as been initiated, in addition to a review of land use data from the existing 
travel demand model. 

 
Information Found and Issues Identified 

An initial review of the land use reveals the following: 

• Comprehensive Plan Consistency Review 

- There appears to be a relatively high level of consistency with the Regional Transportation 
Plan as well as similarity among several of the Plans.  This is evidently due to assistance 
provided by the YVCOG to many of the member jurisdictions in completing their plans.   

- An issue that has been identified is related to the version/date of the plans being 
reviewed.  Many of the documents that we are reviewing are from 2003.  Some are drafts, 
some have been adopted.  Some jurisdictions are currently considering revisions to their 
plans.  The attached table lists the comprehensive plan documents being reviewed for 
consistency. We request that jurisdictions confirm that these are their most recent 
documents or are the documents they would like considered in the consistency review.  If 
these are not the documents that they would like us to review, we request that they 
forward them to us as soon as possible. 

• Traffic Model Land Use Data Review 

- The Project Team has been reviewing the transportation analysis zone (TAZ) forecast 
data sets relative to the comprehensive plan land use maps, as available, for each 
jurisdiction represented in the Metropolitan and Regional Plans.  Since no capacity data is 
available, the analysis is generally an “order of magnitude” approach.  In other words, are 
the type and density measure of the forecast uses consistent with the land use 
designations on the land use maps.   

- Several TAZs have been identified within jurisdictions which appear to have land use 
forecasts that are inconsistent with land use plans.   

- Documentation of the assumptions that were used for the land use forecasts in the 2003 
model would be helpful in analyzing the appropriateness of the forecasts.  To date, 
documentation of those assumptions has not been made available.  
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Next Steps 

In the next few weeks the Comprehensive Plan consistency review will be completed. The consultant 
team will review additional comprehensive planning data as it is identified.  

The consultant team will acquire missing GIS Data and request input from jurisdictions on TAZs which 
have land use forecasts that appear to be inconsistent with the future land uses of the comprehensive 
plans.  Where inconsistencies are confirmed by the YVCOG, we will use either prior or general 
assumptions for development capacity or take direction from the YVCOG on data revisions.   
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Work Program Task: Yakima Urban Area Model Update 
  
Task Description 

This task involves updating of the Yakima Urban Area Model.  The model update tasks include inclusion 
of signal timing data for use in Level of Service calculations for all signalized intersections in the urban 
area as well as the inclusion of new traffic count data for further refinement and calibration of the base 
year model. 

Once the future land use forecasts are complete, the re-validated model will be used to test the system 
performance of various future transportation improvement scenarios. 

 
Subtasks Completed To Date 

The base year model update is beginning with the input of base year volume and signal timing data. As 
of this point we have: 

• Assembled base year model land use data and model files 
• Began input on traffic counts currently available in Yakima County. 
• Began input of signal timing data and lane configurations for the area around the Valley Mall and 

timing data for the rest of the City of Yakima. 
 
Information Found and Issues Identified 

As of this point, no major issues have been discovered in the model update task.  It is anticipated that as 
more counts become available, minor adjustments will be required to re-validate the base year model. As 
of this point in time: 

• Yakima County count data exists mainly at the daily level. 
• Signal Timing Data has been provided from the City of Yakima. 
• Lane geometry data at signalized intersections may need to be field collected as the geometry 

was not provided with the signal timing data. 
 
Next Steps 

In the first few weeks of October, the remaining signal timing and volume data will be input into the base 
model.  The model will be compared to the counts to identify any areas requiring further refinement.  The 
base year model should be ready for initial forecasts as soon as the land use data is provided. 

The forecast model will be used to evaluate baseline conditions to assist in defining alternative strategies 
for testing. The model also will support evaluating the alternatives and defining the preferred 
transportation strategy for the region. The model also will be used in conducting the air quality conformity 
analyses. 
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